SOCIAL AND OTHER STATISTICS.

but a Bill was passed during the last session of the Manitoba
House of Assembly providing for the abolition of Separate
Schools—all Public Schools to be noxn-sectarian, and religious
exercises to be at the option of the School Trustees of the
district, subject to the regulations of the- Advisory Board. In
Quebec the schools are Protestant and Roman Catholic, and
education is based on religious teaching, the Roman Catholic
catechism, and, in Protestant schools, the Bible, being text
books. In Ontario the schools are undenominational, but
Protestants and Roman Catholics are allowed Separate schools
within certain limitations. Every Public and High school is
opened and closed with prayer, and the reading of the Scrip-
tures, but without comment or explanation. The trustees,
however, and clergy of all denominations are empowered to
make special arrangements for religious instruction. By this
means the fullest facilities for religious instruction are given,
without the assumption by the Government of any responsi-
bility in regard to the instruction imparted.
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606. As previously stated, the control of education in Ontario pyplic

is vested in the Minister of Education, and, subject to the ap-

Public and High schools are made by him. These schools are
under the countrol of local boards of trustees, elected by the
ratepayers, and are allowed to have mnone but certificated
teachers. Education of children between the ages of 7 and 13
is compulsory for not less than 100 days in the year, but the
law is by no means as strictly enforced as is desirable in the
educational interests of the Province. The following table
gives particulars respecting the Public schools of Ontario in
1887, Roman Catholic Separate schools being included :—

schools in
Ontario,

proval of the Provincial Government, all regulations for the 1887



